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to   a Brahmana), adultery with the wife  of a spiritual benefactor,

and association with any one guilty of these crimes.1 Two records
pertaining to the reign of Kumara Gupta 1 are extant but they do
not prove or suggest in any way the faith of this emperor. There
is nothing strange In this as the Bilsad stone pillar inscription,
dated A. D. 415-16 and the Mankuwar stone image inscription dated
A, D. 448-49 of this ruler, are both Saivite records and naturally do
not refer to the rival creed of Bhagavatism. From this absence of
any reference to his creed, it need not be inferred that Kumara
Gupta I was a Saivite, because in the Bihar stone pillar inscription
of his son Skanda Gupta, he is clearly called the Parama Bhagavata
MahdrdjddMrdja sn Kumara Gupta. 2 This epithet is once more
repeated in Skanda Gupta's Bhitari stone pillar inscription,3 and
these statements confirm the fact that Kumara Gupta I, like Ms
forefathers, was an ardent Bhagavata although he tolerated Saivism,
the rival creed.

The coins of Kumara Gupta I too bear further testimony to Ms
adherence to the Bhagavata religion. His archer type of coins reveal
the Gamda4 and the goddess Laksrni, 8 while on his silver coins he
is often called Parama Bhagavata.6 The royal Nalanda seals of
Budha Gupta and Narasimha Gupta also support this claim of
Kumara Gupta, 7

More light is shed on Bhagavatism by the records of his suc-
cessor and son Skanda Gupta. The Gadhwa stone inscription, dated
A,D. 467-8, relates how in a flat-roofed temple probably at Gadhwa, was
installed an image of the god Anantasvamin (Visnu) while a grant of
land to the same god under the name of Citrakutasvarain was made
in a certain village. % Skanda Gupta, like his forefathers, was a
Parama Bhagavata as can be ascertained from his Bihar stone pillar
inscription 9 and his coins. 10 It is very interesting to note how his
Vaisnavite type of mind sought to interpret his triumph over the
Hunas, In his Bhitar! stone pillar inscription, it is related how
after his father Kumara Gupta had died, Skanda Gupta conquar&cl
his enemies by the strength of his arm, established again the rained
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